ORGANISATION OF EUROPEAN CANCER INSTITUTES
Strategic priorities for the OECI

The Accreditation and Designation Programme, specifically designed for cancer centres, aims to constantly improve
our cancer centres’ outcomes for patients and their experience of care. Multidisciplinary working, efficient logistics and
complex infrastructure to support patient pathways are needed in order to deliver high quality, patient-centred care to
cancer patients. About half of the OECI Members are already included in the A&D Programme, and the present pipeline of
applications indicates a steep growth in the programme, extending beyond Europe. Within Europe it comprises more than
50 of the largest centres which have treated more than 1 million patients since their accreditation, and produce more
than 12,000 peer reviewed papers annually. The A&D Programme is specifically designed for cancer centres right across
Europe, and is unique in certifying both care and research (and having standards certified by the International Society for
Quality in Healthcare). The certified centres form an OECI Quality Network. Future impact will include publications of the
Programme’s experience from twelve years of quality assurance and improvement work, benchmarking, implementation
research on networks, and establishing core standards for cancer care across the EU.

The Cancer Outcomes Research Working Group (COR-WG) has been activated in response to the need of collecting
prospectively humanistic, clinical and economics outcomes in relevant cohorts of cancer patients, with the final aim to
improve cancer outcomes in Europe.

The COR-WG will promote the foundation of a community of researchers, clinicians and other stakeholders to be translated
into a flexible, efficient and up-to-date international collaboration centered on (but not limited to) routine medical and
health care records, supported by a digital research infrastructure fully compliant with GDPR and local privacy laws.
The expected output is the creation of conditions to favorite the participation of OECI Members to a broad range of high
quality research projects that will produce real world evidence to plan better health care interventions.

The participation to the European Fair Pricing Network and its objectives is aligned with inputs coming from the
OECI members. A further priority focuses on comparative data from member countries on real world value of cancer
treatments. This activity will be supported by a common “taxonomy” of costs and outcome concepts to be elaborated
during a preparation phase under discussion with OECI Members. The policies per country on (cost)effectiveness,
pricing, coverage and indications for targeted combination therapies are also included in the programme of activities
carried out by the WG.

The WG membership will be involved in a project on “identifying alternative policies for price setting at market”. This
launch has been already discussed following a presentation where various scenarios were simulated.

The Working Group is also actively discussing the possible participation to a coveted call under the European Cancer
Mission in the preparation phase as part of the incoming Horizon Europe Research Framework Programme. Generating
better evidence on value, establishing registries for real word data and monitoring equitable access are the three main
topics that could be part of a specific application. These goals may be achieved through a specific interaction with the
OECI A&D Programme and the WG on Outcomes Cancer Research.

Quality improvement in cancer care and research is a major goal shared by healthcare professionals, researchers and
patients. For OECI centres, patients are bringing a different and valuable perspective to the quality improvement process
in hospitals, by expressing their special needs and priorities. Today, innovative cancer centres are taking initiatives,
involving patients and launching collaborations with local and national patient organisations. The OECI Working Group
“Collaboration for Good Practices with Patients” (CGPP) has been set up to solve recurrent challenges shared by cancer
centres related to cancer care and research through dedicated, new patient-focused initiatives. The mission is to collect,
analyse & disseminate successful, patient-oriented collaborative practices in cancer care and research; a “fact-tank”
providing a supportive task force for OECI cancer centres that need methodological tools and expertise to implement
new initiatives.

The OECI Biobanks and Molecular Pathobiology Working Group, together with some of the major European Cancer
Societies/Organisations, contributes to the continuous evolution of molecular oncology to guarantee the reproducibility
of analytical methods. The WG develops specific recommendations for standardisation and validation of biomarkers and
molecular analysis other than solid and liquid tissues biobanking for a better reproducible use. In order to accelerate the
production of new effective protocols of treatment, a study aiming to a practical adoption of N-1 trials is underway. The
WG is engaged in some European projects such as Instand-NGS for the clinical standardization of NG sequencing, SPIDIA
4P project for pre-analytical conditions of biological material, and HERCULES project on tumour heterogeneity. The WG
collaborates with the OECI Accreditation and Designation Programme for a continuous update of the standards to be
adopted. The OECI Pathology Day is the main annual event organised by the WG.
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ORGANISATION OF EUROPEAN CANCER INSTITUTES
OECI Objectives

The OECI aim is to accelerate the application of multidisciplinary personalised care approaches,
to reduce morbidity and to guarantee an equitable access to care to all cancer patients,
avoiding the collapse of the National Health Systems all over Europe, and supporting parallel
initiatives outside the EU and in other continents.

This goal is being achieved by promoting and enhancing the concept of “comprehensiveness”
and “multi-disciplinarity”, supporting quality in cancer care and dynamically working in crosscut
expertise by involving our Working Groups, our Members and promoting synergies with other
cancer Organisations.

The OECI is currently geared towards creating a “network of cancer networks” where primary
prevention, screening & early diagnosis, basic, translational & clinical research, collaboration
for good practices with patients, biobanks and molecular pathobiology, cancer economics and
centralising reaHife cancer patient data are included.

The above goal is part of the Presidential proposal of an OECI evolution that may better answer
to the need to work on a European Cancer Mission within the incoming Framework Programme
“Horizon Europe”.

Thierry Philip
OECI President
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The OECI is a non-governmental, non-profit
Organisation founded in Vienna in 1979 and remodeled in
2005 into OECI-EEIG, a European Economic Interest Grouping.
Today, the OECI regroups 102 Members, which include
some of the most prominent European
Comprehensive Cancer Centres.

Several major cancer centres from the Chile, Colombia,
Jordan, Russian Federation, Tanzania, Turkey, Ukraine
and Viet Nam are also members of our Organisation
in order to benefit from our Accreditation and Designation
Programme and to be involved in the activities promoted
by the Working Groups.
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